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February 2021 Newsletter 
 

Rutland Elementary 
620 Webster Rd, Kelowna, BC, 250-870-5126, www.rle.sd23.bc.ca 

     

 
Principal's Message: 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your continued support during these challenging 
times.  We may be in the doldrums of winter, yet the mood here at 
RLE still remains positive.  We were lucky enough to receive an 
Excellence Through the Arts grant which has allowed us to bring in 
a local artist.  Janice Keirstead is a watercolour artist who has been 
working with all of our students teaching them age appropriate 
painting techniques.  We were thrilled to have Janice in during the 
end of January and beginning of February.   

Students are eagerly looking forward to Valentine's Day. 
Unfortunately, due to current provincial health guidelines students 
will not be able to bring in food items to share with their 
classmates.  Look for more information from your child's classroom 
teacher about this very fun day! 

On Wednesday, February 3, and Thursday, February 4, we will be 
holding Parent-Teacher Conferences. Please book a time with your 
child(ren)'s teacher to talk about your child(ren)'s progress so far 
this term. Due to Covid, conferences will once again be offered 
over Zoom, or by phone call. Instructions on how to register are on 
our website under Documents and Publications 

Two other important dates in February are Harmony Day and Pink 
Shirt Day. Harmony Day is on February 17. This day recognizes that 
citizens of Central Okanagan come from all over the world. 
Harmony Day provides a yearly opportunity for our community to 
celebrate our culturally diverse society and commit ourselves to 
mutual respect.  Pink Shirt Day is on February 24, and on this day 
students are encouraged to wear pink to take a stand against 
bullying.  

 

Principal, Gord Kirsch and  

Vice Principal, Jamie McEvoy 

 

 
Dates to know in February: 
February 1 
Registration for 2021-22 school 
year opens at 7:00 am 
 
February 3 
Parent-Teacher Conferences, 
early dismissal at 12:30 pm 
February 4 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences, 
early dismissal at 12:30 pm 
 
February 12 
Pro-D Day- NO SCHOOL 
 
February 15 
Family Day – NO SCHOOL 
 
February 17 
Harmony Day 
 
February 18 
PAC Meeting 

 
February 24 
Pink Shirt Day 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Students learning about 
watercolour with Janice.  
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Parent-Teacher Conferences – Wednesday, February 3 and Thursday, February 4 
There will be an early dismissal at 12:30 pm on both of Wednesday and Thursday to accommodate 
afternoon and evening appointments. Online appointment booking is available until Monday, 
February 1 at 10:00 pm. 
 
Traffic Woes & Parking Lot Safety 
We have been asked by both the residents of the cul-de-sac adjacent to the school as well as 
bylaw enforcement to send out a reminder about parking.  Please do not block driveways, park in 
the middle of the cul-de-sac or block stop signs.  Sometimes coming a few minutes earlier or later 
for drop off/pick up can help ease the traffic congestion as does parking part way down the block. 
 
Ms. Hilde and Kate's Learning Community- Couch Potato 
Rutland Elementary students are participating in a Story Workshop. Students created their characters 
with plasticine and had to write their stories. Students really enjoyed the books "The Bad Seed" and 
"The Good Egg" by Jory John and Pete Oswald. They read these stories, and then they created! As 
the students did such an amazing job, their creations were sent to the illustrator of these books. To 
their surprise, they received a reply saying he would be sending a signed copy of the newest book 
"The Couch Potato" along with finger puppets. Shown are photos of the students with their puppets, 
their creations, and the signed copy of the book from Pete Oswald. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Long Term Facilities Plan Consultation 

 
The District has moved to the next phase in the Long Term Facilities Plan Consultation, 
which is to develop a plan to address the following issues facing the Rutland Family of 
Schools: 

 
 Issue #1: Middle School Capacity and Facility Life Cycle and Function  
 Issue #2: Rutland Secondary School Capacity  
 Issue #3: Black Mountain Elementary Capacity  

 
We hope you can attend the upcoming virtual townhall where the District will have a short 
presentation on the considerations to address these issues and will have an opportunity for 
public questions.  

  

Rutland Family of Schools – February 8, 2021 at 5:00 pm via Zoom: 
https://sd23.zoom.us/j/64139118675 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JQ7LzeLYw8h6oStyGHTfjQj-eWi2auPf%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013541205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6RgUkABK3gkR3l0DL0ExKOMscvFn4sfxlFwqS2PohAE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JQ7LzeLYw8h6oStyGHTfjQj-eWi2auPf%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013541205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6RgUkABK3gkR3l0DL0ExKOMscvFn4sfxlFwqS2PohAE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JKrzaMZ18eGmTcjqfLSf86Q0M_qixqGi%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013551200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qb2FJGumlcXV1SpetML371Z1QyByS2ijSctl8WuyMXY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JKrzaMZ18eGmTcjqfLSf86Q0M_qixqGi%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013551200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qb2FJGumlcXV1SpetML371Z1QyByS2ijSctl8WuyMXY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JDMRrUO0EWfh40xNnqKERbNXq82gFLh9%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013561196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vVs8XZInIvIJUodrzwvyWbFJcCKsIrEq%2FitTt6cXM70%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1JDMRrUO0EWfh40xNnqKERbNXq82gFLh9%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013561196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vVs8XZInIvIJUodrzwvyWbFJcCKsIrEq%2FitTt6cXM70%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcan01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%253Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fsd23.zoom.us%252Fj%252F64139118675%2526data%253D04%25257c01%25257cjustin.schneider%252540sd23.bc.ca%25257ce92e1659c07944177f9608d8bf0ee2b3%25257ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%25257c0%25257c0%25257c637469417932875349%25257cUnknown%25257cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%25253D%25257c1000%2526sdata%253Djhyb4qgrCvkSQzuEnG68GlN%252FwM9KeQZwaBQkznmLZfc%25253D%2526reserved%253D0%26sa%3DD%26sntz%3D1%26usg%3DAFQjCNFReADUC9-gjCy5r2Hx89QxrMbbOg&data=04%7C01%7CPaige.Waller%40sd23.bc.ca%7C18cf581121584c10415b08d8c318abc9%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637473858013571190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EnPT2EHbcD6n5cCExo57QBcgPq84w6kvytcXQzfdQ5s%3D&reserved=0
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Calendar Proposal 

Please click here to find a parent letter and draft of the proposed 2021-2022 school 
calendar.  The letter outlines a proposed school calendar and asks for parent input by 
Friday, February 19, 2021.  The resulting input will be forwarded to the Board of 
Education for consideration in the decision of establishing the 2021/2022 school year. 

Art with Janice 

 

 

   

http://www.rle.sd23.bc.ca/Publications/Calendar%20Proposal%20Letter%20to%20Parents%20(2021%20January).pdf
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